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abſent from the Publique way of Worſhip, 
and cannot Contorm thereunto, though they 
areexpoled togreat ſufferings becauſerhereot. 
|  ANDALSO 

Why they cannot Swear at all , and whether it 


be out of Obſtioacy, or Conlclenicntacts reſolved, 

; PRESENTED 

' Tn the loveand fear of the Lord to the ſeriaus Confidera - 
tion of all Juſtices, and all others who are moderately 


caquiring into this ph = 4 Cc 
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WW EE area mw chit hace ed and diligently enqui-: 
red after the true knowledge of God, & the way in which 
heis Worſhipped, in which way wedelire to walk, and after much 
ſeeking and ſerious conſideration we do 'find and are perſwaded- 
in our hearts and Conſciences, 

Firſt, That God is a Spirit, "and that his: Workhip i is Spiritual, 
/ according as Chriſt hath ſaid, Fob. 4. 24. and thatnone are true 


- Worſhippers but ſuch as worſhip i inthe ſpirit and in truth, 
Second[y, That Men muſt firſt Feel and receive a meaſure of 


the Spirit of the Lord, before they can come to know the true 
way of Worſhip, which is only learned in the Spirit, Ver.22,2 3. 
Thirdly, That no Man upon the Earth , can or ought & pre- 
ſcribe how or after what manner God Almighty i5 to be Wor- 
ſhipped, ſoas to impoſe any praftices upon Men, but is to leave. * 
that to him to dire them by. his good Spirit in chings pertaining 
- tohis Worſhip, and heis to perſwade them thereants, and that: 
they ought not tobe compelled or forced ro the true "Worſhip, 
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much leſs to that which is ſo (My peed by many people not 
to be the true way of Worfhip. 

And it doth appear to us that the publique way of Worſhip, or 
the Worſhip of the Church of England is very much different 
from this Spiritual Worſhip, for we do ſee that they have not re- 
ceived the meaſure of the Spirit of Chriſt, which leads into all 
truth; but they do daily rebell and cranſgreſs againſt it, doing 
thoſe things that they ſhould not,and leaving undone thoſe things 
which they ought ro do,(o that they are without Spiritual health, 
& theſe cannot be the ſpiritual Worſhippers,for they that do wor- 
ſhip in the Spirit, do feel health and peace in it, and therefore we 
have good reaſon to abſent from the publique way of Worſhip. 

And becaufe that thoſe that do frequene that Worſhip are not 
born again of the Spirit of Chriſt, Fob. 3. 3. but are {till in an un- 
regenerate ſtate, following the pleaſures and vanities of fin, and 
do live in all manner of wickednels, as ſwearing, lying, drunken- 
nels, whoredom, murder, couſening and cheating,and what other 
evils may be mentioned, but may be found among thoſe Wor- 
ſhippers, and thele are the works and fruits of the fleſh, and not 
of the ſpirit of: God, G21. 5, and therefore we do abſent from 
that Worthip. ; 

Beſides they do not ſeek to draw and win People by love and 
. tenderneſs, and by the example of a good Converſation, but do 
labour by violent force and compultion to brig People to their 
Worſhip, which the true Worſhippers and Chriſtians never did, 
and do perſecute and cauſe ſuch to ſuffer , . who are otherwike 
minded that cannot come to their Church and Worſhip according 
to their preſcriptions, which the true Worſhippers never did ; 
bur ſaid, if any were otherwiſe minded God ſhould reveal the 
ſame unto them, Phzl. 3. 15. and they did not by force impofe 
their Religion upon others; But we do believe that that way of 
tmpoling of Religion upon People is of Antichriſt, and that all 
that ever do ſoimpole are in the way of Antichriſt, aad we do 
and muſt abſent from them. - 

And alſo we find their Miniſtry is much different from the Mini- 
ſry of the erue Church -of Chriſt both in call , maintenance, 
Do&rine and Converſation ; for they were Miniſters of the Spirit 
> and nct of the Letter, 2 Cor. z. neither were "they called 'by 
mg3, nor taught by man the things which they did Fen neicher 

| | 


Chriſt, Gal, x. and they had received his Spirit , by which the 
deep things of God are revealed, i Cor, 2. But thele Miniſters are 
made ag Oxford,or Cambridge, by learning Natural Languages and 
old Buoks and Authors, and ſerve fuch a time there before they - 
go forth, and when they have attain'd that, then they run when 
the Lord never ſent them, and they uſe cheir tongues and ſay he 
faith it, when the Lord never ſpoke to them, nor called them 
forth to preach his Word, but they are made Miniſters by man, 
and ſent out by maa , and ewo or three hundred pounds a year 
calls chem thither, and there they will ftay for their bellies , and 
ſuch the true Prophers and ſervants of the Lord witnefſed againſt 
as may be feen, Iſa. 56. Fer. 23. Mich. 3. and the Miniſters of 
Chriſt did give freely as they had freely received, according to 
Chrift command, Mat. 10, But theſe Miniſters receives and 
forces Tythes fromthe People which Chriſtcame to put an end 
to, Rom, 10. 4. And the Apoflle aid,” the Prieſthood being chan- 
ged there is made of necellity a change alſo of the Law, by which 
Law Tythes were paid, Heb. 7. which the Minifters of Chriſt ne- 
ver received, much lels to force people to pay them, but did wit- 
neſs againſt them, for they pertained only co the Prieſts of the 
firſt Covenant; and fo in their maintenance we find them con« 
trary to the Miniſters of Chriſt; and alſo they diffes in their 
Dofrine,for the Miniſters of Chrift did preach that People might 
. waitto receive Chriſt into their hearts,and that they might know 
Chiiſtin them, elſe they were reprobates; and if Chriſt was in 
them the body was dead becauſe of (in, and they came to be dead 
unto (in, and every particular Member of their Church was co 
know the Spirit of Chriſt in them, and if any man had not the 
Spirit of Chriſt he was none of his, &c. Romans 8. But 
theſe Miniſters tells the people that they are Chriſtians, and the 
Church of Chriſt, though they know nothing of this in them, but 
dolive wickedly in {11 and unrighteouſne(s; and are dead totruth 
and feel nothing of the opperation of the ſpiri: of Chrift in them, 
but do {till (in againſt it, doing that they ſhould not do, and leave. 
ig undone that which they ſhould do, and are not aved from ſin 
nor made free by the truth, and they teil them they muſt never 
expe tobe free from f1n, nor to know the Revelation of Jeius 
' Chriſt, (a3 former Chriſtians did)nor to know the power ofkGod 
to work mightily and effefually in them to deſtroy the workes of 
< | do DS | the. 
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did they receive it from man, bur by. the Revelation of Jeſus \ 


| 129% 4. 5 a hg, 
the Devil while they are on iS fide the grave, and ſo fill keeps 
them in blindneſs and ignorance,ever learning but ſtill laden with 
fin and divers luſts, and never ale to come to the knowledge of 
the Truth which makes free, as we have ſeen, and therefore we 
havedenyed them,and wedo believe with the Miniſters of Chriſt 
_ that the eruth makes free, and that it is poſſible co know Chriſt 6 
made-manifeſt within as to deſtroy the Devils works, and to ſave 


from fin, and that he that is born of God {ins not, we ſay we be- . 


lieve thar ſuch a ſtate is attainable on this fide the grave , and yet 
wedo acknowledge there is a tate- the Saints knew and paſſed 
through, in which # we ſhould ſay we have no {in we deceive our 
ſelves, and the truthis not in us , but if we confeſs our fins he is 
faithfuand juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all 
mrighteonſne(s; and this was ſpoken to little Children in che 
ecuth that chey ſhould not fin, Fob,2. But there was Fathers that 
had known the truth, and young men that were ſtrong in whom 
che Word of God dwelt, thaf had (take notice) overcome the 
wicked one, many other things might be mentioned, but theſe 
may be ſufficient to ſhew why we deny that Miniftry which hath 
not profited the People at all, but they are proud and covetous, 
as thouſands do know. 

Again wedo abſent from the publique way of Worſhip be- 
cauſe of its deadneſs and formality, becauſe we cannot find that 
the immortal Souls of people are refreſhed therein, nor that any 
crue and ſpiritual comfort is received thereby; and we do be- 
lieveand upon true ſearch and examination do find, and alſo are 


perſwaded in our Conſciences (and that by the ſpirit of the Lord). 


that. the: moſt part of their Ceremonies and prattices in their 
Worlhipare but the vain Traditions of Men, and no Heavenly 
divine inſtitutions, and wemay (ay as the Apoſtie ſaid in anther 
caſe,they do not make theComers thereuntoany whit the better, 
but they are ſtill miſerable and dead , and want that which only 
can give life and fatisfa&ion to the ſoul ; to wit, the Knowledge 
of Chriſt appearance in themſetves, and of his life and vertue: 
We might mention many Ceremonies and praftices, and ſpeak 
_ particularly to them, but we would notbe too tedious, but do 
ſpeak asro the whole in theſe few words. 
And having feen theſe things that they want the fpirit of the 
Lord to exerciſe them in ther Worfhip, that they are not born 


cute people that cannot for conſcience fake conform to their way 
of Worſhip,that their Miniſtry differs from the Miniſtry cf Ghrift, 
in Call, Maintenance, Convecſation and Dodtrine, and is the very 
ſame which the falſe Prophets and Deceivers inthe dayes of old 
being found in their very ſteps and pratiſes,8&c. That their wor- 
ſhip is dead, formal and carnal, and doth not give ſatisfa&ion to 
the ſoul, we cannot conform toit, but have denyed it upon juſt 
ground, and in Conſcience to the Lord do abſent from it, and 
not out of obſtinacy, as ſomie would accuſe us. | 

And again we do abſent from it, becauſe we have found a bet- 
ter way, in which we can truſt our foules, and do find health and 
peace, and ſpiritual comfort, and true fatisfattion in this way in 
' which we now walk with the Lord, and do worſhip him in ſpirit 
and truth, and we do find his living preſence in our Afemblings 
together in the worſhip and ſervice of God,forwe meet together 
to wait upon him and to perform holy duty to-him, and do ſpeak 
25 his ſpirit moyethin us, and gives-us-utrerance, - and to pray in 
the ſpirit, and this only is acceptableunto him, and this is ſpiri- 
tual worſhip when the (ſpirit of the Lord exerciſeth Man in the 
things he performeth towards God, and if his ſpirit doth not 
ſtir or movein us, we are filent, waiting to hear the Lord (peak- 
ing in our ſoules, aad this 1s according to the Saints praftiſe ; 
and becauſe we have found great peace and ſatisfation to our 
ſoules in this way in which we now walk, we cannot deny it what 
ever we ſuffer, and we do chooſe rather to obey the Lord, that 


we may have and feel his peace in onr hearts; then to obey Mento 


avoid all ſufferings. El 

And becauſe we would not I-oſe that peace, and make ſhip- 
rack of our faith, we cannot conform to the publick way of wor- 
fhip, and noc out of any wilfulneſs or obſtinacy, and we do de- 
fire to ſpead our dayes in the fear of God, and to wa)k in juſtne(s 
and righteoufneſs cowardsall Men, and todo unto every Man, as 
we would they ſhould dounto us, and to love God with all our 
hearts, and our neighbours as our ſelves, and to avoid the fins 
and groſs 1niquities and abominations that dodaily abound among 
thoſe that are of the publick way of worſhip, and we dare nop 
riot in the day time, nor ſpend our precious time in vanity, nor 
waſt Gods good Creatures, and ſpend them upon the luſts, which 
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of it, that they want the fruits of ic, that they force and perſe- © © 
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no wilbethecdaſe of Gods ſevere Judgments to come upon Men 


be 


 ieell; and allothe Apoſtle Fames preaches the ſame Do@rine with 


WE + 


and Nations, and we cannot go with multitudes todo evil, - bur 

muſt have. reſpe& to the Lord God that madeus, to live unto 
him, that we may dye in his love and favour, 'and that-we may 
be Heires of that Kingdom which is everlafting, into which the 
ayers, Lord, Lord, muſt not enter, but thofe that do his will, 
and this is that we ſeek,” and which is our only end and aim the 
Lord knowes; and if for: this -we muſt be hated and afflicted we 
cannot help ir, for we muſt not deny the Lord, but will truft in 
him though we dye and periſh outwardly for our obedghce' to 
him, and becauſe this- is our defire and reſolution we dobſent 
: from the publick way of worſhip, and cannot have fellowſhip 
with the unfruitfull workers and workes of darkneſs, but do ra- 
ther reprove them, 


And as for our refuſins to ſwear, we would have all men to know, 


That it is not out of obſtinacy or wilfulneſs that we do refuſe 
or as though we had any reſerve to our ſelves, becauſe we cannot 
ſwear Allegiance to the King, as if we would plot or contrive 
miſchief againſt him; No God knowes, and his people knowes, 

.and the witneſs of God in the Conſciences of our very adverſa- 
Ties will one day teftifie for ns, that this is not the cauſe why we 
refuſe co ſwear, but it is only and fingly in pure obedience and 
Conſcienceto the Lord Jefus Chriſt;who hath ſaid, ſwear not at all, 
and this is his command unto his followers, though ic was faid by 
them of old time, thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt per- 
form thine Oathes unto the Lord : they might then ſwear, for it 
was commanded, but now Chrift being come whois the end of 
the Law aud fulfiller of it, ſaith, Swear ot at all, by which it is 
cleer that all ſwearing is forbiden, for the Law did forbid and 
prohibie all vain and frivoleſs ſwearing, and if theſe words of 


Chritt did reachino further then to prohibit that, (as ſorne would 


limit them) then Chriſt had only forbid that which before was © 


forbiden by the Law, but it is very plain his words do extend 
further, becauſe he repeats what before was forbiden and com- 
manded, and then goes on further, But I ſay unto you ſwear not 
At all, &c. And how he could have ſpoken more fuller I cannor 


the 
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"tothe King, then indeed there were great cauſe of (uſpition; but 
W 


- miſckief againſt the King, or any Man's perſon; for our Principle 
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the ſame abſolute prohibition, But above all things my Brethren  - * 1 
ſwear not, (for it was fo poſitively forbidenby Chriſt that he pus ©  Þ 
that as it were above all things) neither by Heaven nor Earth, 
(mark) nor any other Oath, no Oath was to be ſworn by thetrue 
Chriſtians who were brought out of the ſtrife that was amon 
Men, into love, and peace, and good will towards all men; Ang 
truly it is a token of darknels and much ignorance, that any Man 
profelling Chriſtianity ſhould have any word to ſay againſt ſuch a 
thing which is ſo cleerly forbiden, and how many Chriſtians have 
ſuffered fince for refuling to ſwear, appeares by ſeveral ancient 
Hiſtories ; and upon the fame account. only do we refuſe to ſwear 
at this day, having received the Chriſtian ſpirit, which in us faith 
ſwear not, and therefore upon this general account we cannot 
ſwear Allegiance to the King, but we can and have proffered to 
promiſe in faithfuſneſs, and do deſire that the ſame puniſhment 
may be inflifted upon thole that break their word and promiſe as ' 
on them that breaks their Oathes, and if this were taken it would - 
appear that we make as much conſcience (and more) to keep our 
Promiſe as any men do their Oathes,and it is to the full as binding 
to us, forit is a common ſaying among men, thoſe that will ſwear 
will lie z and many that will now {wear Allegiance to the King to - 
fave their outward liberty would ſoon ſwear againſt him upon oc- - 
cafion; andif it had been known that ever 'we could ſwear in any - 
caſe fince we werea people, and would not now ſwear Allegiance 
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we have always denyed to ſwear in any caſe ſince we knew the © 
truth, and had the Spirit of Chriſt to guide us, and have ſuffered - 
npon divers accounts in former days ; and therefore, in reaſon. 
and juſtice we ought not to ſuffer in this caſe for refuſing to ſwear”: 
Allegiance to the King,neither ought men to inſnare us becauſe of - 
the tenderneſs of our Conſcijences to the Lord ; for we have al- 
wayes defired the good and happineſs of the King and all Men, in 
this World, and that which is to come; and in as muchas welive - 
inthe fear of God, and peaceable, it is that which brings honour 
to good Government 8 Kings when SubjeQts do live in the fear 
of God , and ſuch as do live wickedly in ungodly ways and prafti- 
es, diſhonours God and good Government, and Kings too : And 
weare for peace.and deny that Spirit that would plot or contrive 
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< is peaceable, and leads to love and good will towards all Men, 
which is the Principle of Truth and honeſty, as will appear when 
alt falſe ſuſpitions will die, and the refuge of lies and evil reports 
will be (wept away. And thus we have [pokenthe truth in naked- 
neſs, -defiring that it may be for good unco all-ro whomit may 
CAme. 

We are lovers of Truth and Righteonſneſs, and every one 
that cruly defires-to walk therein , in which alone true Happineſs 
and Everlaſting peace is enjoyed by all ſuch as do belteve and 
walkin the Light of Righteouſneſs which leads our of the ew] 
way which the Sons of Men have long runon 1n, in the time of 
great darkneſs, which'hath overſhadowed the Earth, which ſhall 
paſs away, and light will ſhine more and more in the hearts of 
Men, in which all that do walk ſhall know the Salvation of God, 
and partake of his mercies and great loving kindneſs, and Praiſe 
and Magnifie his Glorious Name for evermore. 
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THE END. 


